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To the CASE of the 


WT - HU E N the Company F Cape was pub- 
AI liſh'd, it was thought there would have 


been no occaſion to fay any thing more 
on the ſubject. The Company are 
pPoſleſs'd of a conſiderable number of Forts and 


Caſtles i in Africa, 1 which have coſt them great Sums 


of money in purchaſing, erecting, and maintaining; 
and which are, as they conceive,” iudiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary to be. kept up for the preſervation of the 
Trade to Africa to this Kingdom. And the Queſ- 
tion was, How this might be done in the moſt juſt and 


equal manner, and with the leaſt Expence and In- 
conveniency ? n eh 
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| From 4 due and impartial conſideration of * 
ſtate and condition of the Trade, tlie Company 
did apprehend, that to lay; any, Duty or Burden on 
the fame for that ꝑurpoſe, might be of ill conſe- 
| quence to the Britiſh Colonies and Plantations, and 
conſequently to the e Trade. Lg rok 8 in ge- 


neral. 


Tux Company did farther apprehend, that if they 
| had offered to ſell their Forts and Caſtles to the 

Coverumenut, that the Conſideration which they 
might juſtly infiſt upon for their Right and Proper- 
zy in them, would have amounted to /o great a 
Sum, and that the charges of keeping them in fu- 
ture, upon the foot that other Gariſons are kept, 
would have been found ſo epenſive, that very great 
Difficulties and en would have been miſcd. 
againſt ſuch a le. ol 5 | {4 


Tnxx did therefore conceive, that the n pro- 
per way would be to propoſe that the Trade to 
the Coaſt of Africa for Negroes, Gc. ſhould be left 
intirely free and open to the ſeparate Traders, 
as it is and has been for many years paſt : That the 
Company. ſhould apply themſel ves to the di/tovery 
and improvemeut of an Inland Trade, which can 
never be done to any purpoſe, but by the means of 
a trading Company; and that Application ſhould 
be made to Parliament, to take the State of the 
ſaid Trade into their conſideration, that ſo they 
* make ſuch Proviſion for enabling the Com- 


* 


[3] 
| pany to keep their ſaid Forts and Caſtles in a de- 


fenſible condition, for the benefit and protection 
of the Trade in general, as th ey, in their wiſdom, 


add think fit. 1 kh 


To ſuch a Scheme as this, i it was hard to gueſi 


from what quarter any Oppoſition could ariſe. 


Oppoſition, however, it has mer with; the Grounds 
and Reaſons whereof being contained in a Paper 
printed and diſperſed about the Town, and intitled, 

The State of the Britiſh Trade to the Coaſt of A. 
frica conſider d, all that remains now to be done, 
is, only to make ſome proper Animadverſions on 
the Allegations contained therein, for the informa- 
tion and ſatisfaction of thoſe who ml otherwiſe be 
miſled by them. 


ALLEGATION I. 
K. he Trade to the Coaſt of Africa was always 


a free Trade, carried on by private Mer- 
chants, &c. until the Year 1662: 


ANSWER. 


Tux who aſſert this, diſcover nothing but their 
own groſs Ignorance in the Hiſtory of this Trade. 
The firſt Engliſh Merchants that ever carried on 
any lawful Trade to the Coaſt of Africa, were 
incorporated for that purpoſe by Queen Eligabeth, 
Anno 1588. King James I. erected another Com- 
A 2 pany, 
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pany, called, The Compuny of Auventurers of Lon- 
don trading 70 Africa, FA 1618. And King 
Charles I. eſtabliſhed à hind Company, Anno 185 2. 
whereof Sir Nicholas Criſp was but-'orie amongſt a 
great many: All which Companies had the Care 
and Management of the Trade to Africh commit- 
ted to them; and the laſt of them continued in be- 
ing till about the year 1662. From which time 
to the year 1672, the ſime was under the Care of 
the Company of Royal Adventurers of England 
trading into Africa: And from the year 1672 to 
this day, it has been and continued under the Care 
and Protection of the Preſent ROYAL Arx Ax 
Cob u or "ENGLAND, - a 


ALLEGATION- II. 


The Company of Noyal Adventurers to Africa 
poſſeſſed rhemſelves of the Faclories of their 


LEY AN by 


 Predeceſſo ors, but never pale, the Proprietors 
For the ſame: 


ANSWER. 


EIN Charzes I. granted the Lands, Trade, and 
Factories in Africa to a great number of perſons 
(whereof Sir Nicholas Criſp was one) only for a 
certain term of Jears ; which being expired and 
determined, before the day o of the date of the 
neu Charter granted to the Cumpauy of Royal 


Se, the ſald Lands, Trade, and Facko- 
ries 


b 
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ries REVERTED to the Crown : Whereupon King 


Charles II. did, as he laufully might, give and 
grant the Tame to the ſaid Company of Royal Ad. 


TLenturora, . "_ Iu to the 9 Pro- 
en er ron oel .2 | . 
ALLEGATION III. 


Upon the E/lablifoment of the preſent Company 


in the Year 1670, the Crown reſerved to it- 
elf the Right and Title to the Lands and. 


Fuctories, '&c<. in Africa, 


ANSWER. 


Tit preſent ' Company was eſtabliſhed in tlie year 
1672. and the King by his Royal Charter ga ve and 
granted unto them all aud ſingular the Lands, Coun- 


tries, Sc. in Africa, for and during the Term of 
One thouſand Tears, without any other Re ſer ua 
tion, ſave that of che Sovereign Right, Power, . 
and Dominion over them : which no ways interferes - 


with the Ws acute which the * claims in 


them. 


21. LE GATION IV. 


The Executors of Sir Nicholas Criſp laid 


Claim to the Company's Factories in Africa, 


and made good the ſame at the Bar of the 
Houſe of Commons, at one of the Hearings in 


1709, o 1710. 
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3 is anſwered in part already. The Tow 
er. to Sir Nicholas Criſp and Company being 
expired and determined in 1662, he could not af- 
ter that claim any Right or Title to any of the 
Forts or Facrories in Africa : But if he could have 
made out any claim to them, it ought to have been 
againſt the Company of Royal Adventurers of E 2 
land trading into Africa, which it does not appear 
that he ever made; but that on the contrary, he 
was and continued 4 M ember of that Company to 
the time of their Diſſolution in in 1672. and was one 
of the Parties that conſented to the ſurrendring of 
their Charter, and transferrimg all their Eſtate in 
Africa, and elſe where, to the preſent Company, for 
and in conſideration of the Sum of 3 4,000 4. Which 
was accordingly paid unto them. It is true that in 
© .the Year 1696, Six Nicholas Criſp, Heir and Reſi- 


2 April, 1696, duary Legatee to his Father, preſented a Petition 


to the Houſe of Commons, ſetting forth a ſort of 
a claim on the African Company, which was then 
rejected; and about a year after the Son of this Sir 


19 March, Nycholas preſented another Petition to the Houſe of 


_m Commons, praying that the preſent African Com- 
pany, or the Traders to Africa, might make ſome 
Compenſation to him for the charges which his 
' Grandfather, as he pretended, had been at in build- 
ing a Caſtle at Cor mant ine, (now, and ever ſince 
the year 1665, in the poſſeſſion of the Dutch.) 


Whereupon the Petitioner and his Council were 
both 


24 
both heard at the Bar of the Houſe, 1698. 2 May, 1698. 8 
But not being able to ſupport the Allegations ; 
of the ſaid Petition, the Bill then depending i in 
the Houſe for ſettling the Trade to Africa, and 
granting the Duty of Ten per Cent. paſſed, without 
taking any notice of him, or his claim; which is an 
evident proof that the Houſe were then ſatisfied 
that he had really no Right at all to what he pre- 
tended. 


ALLEGATION V. 


In the Year 1698 the chief Manager for the 
then ſeparate Traders, unknown to his Bre- 
thren, was prevailed upon by the Company to 
betray. their Cauſe to their Adverſaries, for 

: a Bribe of a thouſand Guineas ; and ſo of his 
own head he propoſed a Duty io be laid on 
the Trade for thirteen years, &c. which 
paſſing into a Law, became ſo heavy a Bur- 
den on the Trade,. during the continuance 
thereof, that the Dutch ſeparate Traders, du- 
ring all that Time, ran away with three 

parts of the African Trade. 


ANSWER. 


Wro this chief Manager was who betrayed - his if 
Brethren, is not ſaid; nor, were it true, is at all | 


material to the matter now in queſtion; ſince it is 
not 


. 4 . 
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not to be ſuppoſed that any of their Managers, not 
even the Writer of the Conſiderations Himfelf, with 
a much greater Bribe in his pocket, could have in 
the leaſt influenced or braſ#d the two Houfes of 
Parliament to ' paſs any unreaſonable Law. The 
reafons which the Parliament themſelves gave for 
paſſing that AR, are {till upon Record, and fach 
as will juftify their proceedings therein to all poſ- 
Preamble to terity, viz. Whereas the Trade to Africa is highly 
n 3 beneficial and advantageous to this Kingdom, and to 
3 A — Bs the Plantations and Colonies thereunto belonging : 
And whereas Fokrs and CASTLES. are UNDOUBT- 
EDLY NECESSARY for the preſervation and well- 
carrying- on the aid Trade : Aud uhercas the Forts 
and CxsTL ts: now on the fad Cb Africa, have 
heen and now are maintained at the Sol x Cor 
and CHARGE of the praſens RoxaL AFRICAN Com- 
PANY OF ENGLAND: Tos awards which. charge it is 
MOST REASONABLE that all perſons trading to: fach 
parts of the ſaid Coaft of Affica as are berein after 
limited and appomted, ſbould cox TRT: Be it 
therefore. enafFed, &c. Theſe were the Reaſons 
for paſting, that Act; Reaſons founded upon Truth; 
agreeable to the eyerlaſting Rules of Juſtice ad 
Equity, and worthy of a Britiſh Eegiſlature : 
And to inſinuate that the high and honourable Court 
of Parliament could be in any degree influenced by 
any other Motiyes, is a Crime of fo heinous a na- 
ture, that it is to be hoped there is not another Man 
in the Kingdom, beſides the Author of theſe Conſi- 
derations, that can- harbour ſuch a thought; and: 
much 


2 


much leſs that would preſume to let ſuch a thing 
drop from his Pen. But if the Legiſlature of Bri- 
tain cannot always ſtand fair in his opinion, it is, 
ſurely, the leſs to be wonder'd, that the Diſtreſſed 
African Company cannot eſcape the Virulence of 


his Calumny. 


As Bb the Dutch Separate Traders running a- 
way with three parts of the African Trade, they 
who have ſeen and peruſed the ſeyeral OFroys, or 
Grants, which the States General have, from time 
to time, publiſhed for the Management and Regu- 

lation of the Trade of their Subjects to thoſe parts, 
know for certain, that the Dutch Weſt-India Compas- 
A are the ſole Proprietors of the Trade to Africa, 
and that all others, their Subjects, are expreſly pro- 
hibitea from trading ro any place, or places, with- 
in the Limits of their Grant, under the penalty 
of lforfeiting their Ships and Goods, or the Value 


of them to the faid Company. 


THERE has, indeed, been ſeveral Dutch Interlo- 
pers, or unlawful Traders, who, for the Lucre of 
Gain, have often yentured to break in upon that 
Company's Rights, and to carry on a clandeſtine 
Trade to the Coaſt of Africa ; but the Trade which 
they have chiefly driven, has been for Gold, Ele- 
phants Teeth, and other Commodities, proper for 
the Markets in Europe; but as for Saves, it was 
im poſſible they could trade for any quantity of 


them ; becauſe there was not any conſiderable Mar- 1 
3 ket 2 
1 


[ro 00 
ket in America where they could carry them to without 
running the riſque of having them /#zz'd OE" N 
Naa "i n Le their Og IAN: 


ALLEGATION, VI. ' i 


Since the Expiration of the Ten-per-Cent. AQ, 
the Trade to Africa hath increaſed three. or 
four times more than ever it was before. 


ANSWER. 


Ir is admitted that the T "FR to Africa has 
increaſed very conſiderably ſince the expiration of 
the ſaid AQ: And it is as true, that the ſame is ca- 

pable of being Kill more and more enlarged and 
improved, to the very great Bene fit and Advan- 
rage of this Kingdom; nor does the Company, defire 

' to lay any obſtacle in the way of the Private Tra- 
ders to hinder them from contributing all that lies 

in their power thereto. But all this notwithſtand- 
ing, the Company hope they may be allow'd to 
ask, Who the Nation is moſt beholden to for the 
late Increaſe of this Trade? To the Company, 
or to the /eparate Traders? To the Company, who 
laid the Foundation of this Trade ; who recovered 

it out of the hands of Foreigners, "when it was in 

a manner wholly loſt, and our Ships liable to be ta- 
ken and confiſcated on all parts of the Coaſt, from 
one end thereof” to the other, and who have, at 
their own ſole Caſt and Charge purchaſed and built, 
and, for near /ixty years Faſt, kept up and maintained 
à con- 


N : Tl ; 
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2 conſiderable number of . Forts and Caſtles for the 
ſecurity and preſervation thereof? Or the Private 
Traders, who would not venture one Shilling for 
the Recovery of the ſame, nor be concerned therein 
until the Company had put it out of all danger, 
who have built only upon the Foundation which 
the Company had laid at their own yery great Ha- 
zard and Expence, and who have traded for many 
years paſt, to all parts of the Coaſt of Africa, as 
| freely and openly as the Company themſelves, with- 
out paying or contributing any thing to the Charges 
and Expences neceſſarily required for the preſer- 
vation of the whole 2: Nor will it ſuffice in anſwer 
to this, to ſay, that the Company's Trade of late 
years has been ſmall, in compariſon of that of the 
private Traders: For, if the Duty of 10 per Cent: 
(which yet did not amount to one half of the Com- 
pany's Charge) was ſo heavy 4 Burden upon the 
private Traders, as to. diſcourage them from tra- 
dung, as the Confiderer ſays it was; is it to be won- 
der'd, that ſince that Burden: has been removed fo 
long from their ſhoulders, and lain doubly upon the 
Company, that the latter ſhould: decline in their 
Afairs, and that the Trade of the private Mer- 
chants ſhould mncreaſe and flouriſh 2 


worre 
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The. Company s Fr and Caſtles in Africa, a are 
nothing but Thateh d Houſes, and Mud Walls; 
Places of no Defence ; and conf auh FR 110 - 
manner of Value. 5 3 

ANSWER | 
THe are above twenty living Witneſſes now itt 
Eondon, who are able and ready to prove, that the 


Company's Forts and Caſties in the River Gambia, 
and on the Gold Coaft, are all well and ſtrongly built 


with Stone or Brick, covered in with Lead or Terras; 


well provided with Warehouſes, Magazines, Stores 
Rooms, and all other proper and neceſſary ' Apart- 
ments and Conveniencies for the Company's Seryants, 


ſufficiently fortified and furniſbed with a propor- 


tionabie number of heavy Cannon” in each, and 
Ammunition ſuitable: And, in a word, that they are 
as good and as ſtrong as any belonging to any other 
Nation, and in all reſpects ſufficient to defend them- 
ſelves againſt any Power that can come to attack 
them in thoſe parts. And. as for the Company's 
Fort at Whydah, which is the only one that is 
built of Mud, and covered with Thatch, there be- 
ing no Stone to be had in that Country, the Strength 
and U thereof may be judged, from hence, That the 


Company: s late Chief there defended the ſame very 
lately 


181 
lately ach a handful of Men, againſt an Army of 
_ 20,000 \Blarks, who came and attacked the ſame. 
And as for the Number of Men requiſite for their 
Defence, if they are not ſo well manned and other- 
wiſe provided as they ought to be, the Company is 
no ways to blame for the ſame': They have, howe- 
yer, at this very time, about 200 M hite Men and 
700" Black Servant, in their actual and conſtant 
Pay 3 beſides ſundry ſmall Veſſeli, which they are 
obliged to keep for carrying Timber, Oyſter-Shelhs, 
Lime, and other Materials, for keeping them in 
good Repair. The Charges of all which, even in 
the Company's preſent low condition, has at no 
time amounted to ſo little as 10, ooo J. per Annum : 
notwithſtanding what ſome have been pleaſed to let 
fall, as if they might all be kept for leſs than 2.000 4 
per Aunum. 


As for the Value of theſe Forts and Caſtles, it 
is hard to fay preciſely what it may be. If they 
were to be valued according to their DH fulne ſa and 
7. mportance to this Nation, who will take upon 
: bimſelf to ſay; how great the Valite of them may 
4% If they. were to be -valyed according to what 
they have co? the Company for near ſixty. years 
paſt, it would cerinty amount to a Million of 
Money, or more. In the year 1713. the Lords 
Commiſſioner's of Tr ade and Plantations had a 
a Propoſal before them from the King of Pruſſia, 
for ſelling to this N ation the Brandenburg Fort at 


Cope Three-Points, and ſome other places, for the 
Sum 


| 725 — { 
_ (6492 
= Gs Sum of 200,000 Crowns. \. In the year 1718 the 
3 French enegul, Company ſold all their Right, Gone 
| c gion, Privilege Roms, Faclories, and Settie- 
| | ments, | to the New! Company then lately eſtabliſſi d 
gat Paris, for the Sum of 1,600,600-Lavrer, | And 
. if thoſe places were worth ſo much, certain it · is that 
| the Royal African Gompany's Forts, Coſtles, Rights, 
4 5 and Privileges in AMirita, are ten times more ualua- 
| | ble. In the year 1709 the-Company, plfſuant to an 
| Order to that purpoſe, laid before the Houſe of 
| Commons a diſtin? Vuluation of theit ſeveral Forts, 
'Þ Ciaſtles, Poſſeſſions, Guns, Atimunition, Canoe Men, 
5 Cuaſtle- Slaves, &c. in Afrita, amounting: in the 
whole to the. Sum. of 276,194 J. And if any. Perſon 
1 ſhould; ftill Iook upon that as too great a Sum, it 
may be obſeryed that the Company has kept them 
ever ſince for the benefit of the Publick, and expend- 
Nn ed on that account about 3 99000 . more. 


As) * N K 


ALLEGATION VI. 


In the Tear 1 7t ; the Houſe of Commons paſſed 

2 Bill for a free and open. Trade, and ſent it 

up to the Lords, withous ö Regard to Land 
 Fabtories or Sertlements, | 


ANSWER. 


th the Year 1693 the Confideration of the Trade 
Yes: Merch 2, to 5 515 being referred to a Committee; they re- 
N Norden ü Opinion « 60 the Houſe as follows, VIS. 

7 hat 
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That Forts and Ca files are neceſſary for « carrying on 
tbe Trade t0 Africa; and that the Trade to Africa 


will be beſt carried on for the Advantage of Eng- 


land in a Foe Stock. In the year 1694 the Conſi- 
deration of the ſaid Trade being again referr'd to a 


Committee, they likewiſe reported it as their Opinion Jor. Feb. 14. 


to the Horſe, That-Forts and Caſtles are neceſſary 


for carr.ymg on aud preſerving the Trade to Africa 


2 this Nation; and that. the fame will be beſt car- 


ried on to the Beni fi of this Nation, and the Eng- 


liſh Plantations in America, by a Joint Stock. 
In the year 1698. when the Trade to Africa was 
laid open by Act of Parliament, the whole Legi/la- 


ture declar'd, That Forts and Caſtles are undoubted- 
ly neceſſary for the Preſervation and welt-carrying 


on the aid 2 rade. Upon the Expiration of the 


ſaid Act, in 1712 it was again reſoly*d, That for Lun. March 


the preſerving, better carrying on, and improving 
the Trade to Africa, it is neceſſary that Forts and 
Caſtles be maintained and EXLARGED on that Coaſt, and 


that the Charge of maintaining the ſaid Forts and 


Settlements be born out of the ſaid Trade. And as 
for the Bill which paſſed in the Houſe of Commons, 


Anno 1713. it was founded upon this Reſolution of Joris April 30. 


the Houſe, wiz. That the Trade to Africa ought to be 
Hie and open to all her Majeſty's Subjects of Great 
Britain, and the Plantations, under ſuch proper Re- 
gulations\as ſhall ſubject the Trade to Drties, for 


maintaining the Forts and Settlements on the Coa 72 


of Africa. From all which, #wo Things demonſtrably 
appear, viz. That the Houſe of C ommons have al. 


31. 1712. 


Ways: 
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Freed 
"ways ſbeum great Regard for the Company's Forts 
and Settlements in Africa; and that what the Cn. 
fiderer aſſerts, as if the Houſe had paſſed a Bill in 
L713 Without regard to them, is, to n 4 10 ware 
of it, a groſi and notorious M Male. 


AL LEGATION OY 


The Compan Forte and Caſtier in Africa were 
kept for eight or nine Tears, from. the Near. 
1712, 10 the Tear 1720, at little or no LEN: 


o 
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1 N 8. W. E Moi: 
© Tz G can produce authentick Accounts 


to prove that from Midſummer 1712, to Midſummer 


1720. the Charges of their Forts aud Caſtles on the 
Gold Coaſt, and at Whydah only, amounted to 
100,000 4. or upwards. Nor did they make /0 much 
as one Call on their Proprietors . all that 
time. | 


ALLEGATION 5 


A the Year 17 20 the Company b 4 or 


500,000 5 on their Proprietors, which was 
all oft, and cal on 4 r e f r 
Families. eee | 
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ANSWER. F 


A s for the Money which was raiſed i in the year i 

I 720, it was applicd to the payment of the Compa- | 
ny” s Debts, to the making ſatisfaction to the old Pro. | 
prietors, for parting with a Share of their Iutereſt in 

the Trade to the new Subſcribers, and to the carry- 

ing on their Trade in the beſt manner they could for 

the future; and all that they loſt that year by. their 

Loan, or otherwiſe, amounted only to about 100,000 L. 

which conſidering thoſe Times, was but. a rifling 

Sum. But as for any other Loſes which Private. 

Perſons might ſuſtain in that year by the M icted 
Practices of St oel Jobbers, it is well known that the 

African Company were not the Prgiectors of that 

Deſtructive Scheme upon which they were all 

grounded, and that, therefore they are in no ſort an- 


ſwerable for any of the bt i/thievous 9 mee c 
OF... | 


pris) 


 ALLEGATION AI: 

The Reaſon of the Company's, preſent Application | 
10 Parliament, is to get 20,0001, - a Tear | 
or 4 Fund to raiſe 500000 I. upon; and | 
"thre: to promote Stock-Fobbing once more, _ | q 
"and to ruin many young + and Ae Per- _— 
$59 5 "I | 
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hard to ſay. 


: 1 67. So Ne ae Te nt i 
As forrwhite is alledged farther, That the Com- 
pany apply now for 20,000 J. à year, or à Fund to 
raiſe 500,000 J. upong it is a groſe and notorious 
Falſboed. . The Company never did, nor never 
thought of applying to Parliament for que Pena of 
Money, by way of a Fund for raiſing Maney upon 
it, or by way of Addition to their Trading Stock, 
They are poſſefed of a conſiderable Number of 
Forts and Caſtles in Africa, which they conceive 
are 


c 99 
are neceſſary for the Preſervation of that whole 
Trade. The ſaid Trade is and has been for many 
Tears paſt free and open to all others His Majeſty's 
Snbjefts, and they have reaped. the whole Benefit 
thereof, and on the other Hand, the Company are 

node, and have been for many 7 ears aſt, at the 
fole Charge of keepin g and maintaining the ſaid 
Forts and Caſtles : And' this has proved. ſuch, a 
Burden upon the Company,” and puts them upon 
ſuch an ane qual Foot, in reſpect of all other pri- 
vate Traders, that they apprehended they might 
with good Reaſon apply to Parliament for ſome 
Relief. But as for the Quantum, or the Modus, . 
they did not preſume. to . preſcribe. And ſhould 
the Parliament think fit to eaſe them of the ſaid. 
burden, by granting them relief in any ſhape, . 
they will thankfully accept the ſame, and /ubmit- 
to whatever Regulations, Neſtrictions, or Proviſo a, | 
ſhall be thought moſt proper for preventing the 
Mia application of any part thereof by the Com- 
pany. But how this can be called applying to Par- 


liament for a, Fund of 20,000 J. per Annum, to 
raiſe 500,900 2 upon, is left for the Conſiderer to 


explain. 


ALLEGATION. XII. 


The Company s chief Attention has been for many” 
Tears aſt, to oppreſs the Private Traders, 


and 1 ruin their Voyages by all ways imagina- 
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eo ANSWER. 


Tus is 5 far Wen being "RA T hat the REY pa- 


; ny have conſtantly protected and aſſiſted the Pri. 
vate Traders, as often as they have had oocaſion to 
apply to any of their Forts and Caſthes i in Africa 


for that purpoſe: As happened but laſt year to 
Capt. James M urrel, Maſter of the Clare Galley, 


belonging to London; who when his N. egroes roſe 


upon him, and ran "his Ship aſhore, took Sanctuary 
at Cape-Coaft Caſtle, where he was kindly received 
and entertained while he ſtayed, and had his Paſſage 
to London given him gratis in one of the Compa- 


e own. Ships : And at Whydab, during the late 


Wars in that Country, where Capt. Blincoe, Ma- 
ſter of the Sguirrel, belonging to London, and Capt 


Kettle, Maſter of the City of London, in the Ser- 
vice of the South-Sea Company, traded under, and 


were protected by the Company's Fort againſt the 


Inſults of thoſe who had conquered and laid that 


Country waſte; not to mention innumerable other 
Inſtances, _ the Company haye furniſhed Pri- 
vate Ships with. Mood, Water, and Proviſions, when 


they could get them no where elſe, and withoue 
which their Y. ages muſt have been unavoidably 


ruined. Now what Returns has the Company met 
with here at home, for theſe and the like Services 
and Civilities abroad? ? Why, the Company no ſoon- 
er declare their Intentions to apply to Parliament 
for ſome Relief, for ng them to keep and 

maintain 
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maintain thoſe very Forts and . which have 
protected and afſiſied them in their Trade on the 
Coaſt of Africa, but an infinite Nos/e and Clamour 
is raiſed and propagated all over the Kingdom ; and 
the Private Traders are alarmed and ſent for from 
all parts, to come up to London. And for what? 
To make an OurcRx againſt MoxorolrEs, and 
to MisgePRESENT and CALUMNTATE the African 
Company, as if they aimed at an Excluſive Trade, 
or indeed at any thing that has the leaſt tendency 
to load their Trade, or to abridge them of any part 


of that Liberty, which they haye enj joyed for many 
years paſt ! But is this fair? or is it juſt? Or can 
any Man, that pretends to act upon the Principles 
of Honour and Fuſlice, ſuffer himſelf to be influen- 
ced in any degree by ſuch Motives? 


Ir were an endleſs, as well as an unneceſſary Task 
to confute the many Calumnzes and Aſperſions which 
haye been thrown out againſt the Company. They are 
all of a piece with the foregoing; and by refuting 
them, all the refs wut fel and vaniſp of courſe. 
Ir ſhall on ſuffice to bbſeive; by way of 
Concluſion, That The Royal African Company of 
England have as clear and unqueſiionable a Right 
and Title in and to their Forts and Caſtles in Afri- 
ca, as any of the Planters have to their Eſtates 
and Plantations in America: And if ſo; it is then 
ſubmitted, Whether, if the Company is to continue 
' @ Trading Company, they have not a fair Claim to 
ſome Relief, in Eaſe of that great and unequal Bur- 
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